
MINUTES
ALPINE TOWNSHIP BOARD

REGULAR MEETING
NOVEMBER 15, 2010

10-142 REGULAR MEETING

The Alpine Township Board held a regular meeting on Monday, November 15, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. at
the Alpine Township Hall, 5255 Alpine Avenue, Comstock Park, Michigan, 49321. Board members
present were Supervisor Alex Arends, Clerk Jean Wahlfield, Treasurer Jim Townsend, Trustees Ron
Cordes, Jim May, Bill Schweitzer, and Ted Wallace.

Supervisor Arends called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion was made by May, with support from Wallace to approve the Agenda as presented.
Motion carried 7-0.

10-143 CONSENT AGENDA

The Board reviewed the Consent Agenda.

Townsend offered a correction to the Minutes of the October 18, 2010. He stated that on page five
under the heading Consideration of Resolution #10-24-Annual Street Lighting Project SAD and
Consideration of Resolution #10-25-Annual Fire Protection/Hydrants SAD, third paragraph, the last
line “Once that is done, the people in the lighting and hydrant districts will be informed that the
costs will go up,” should be stricken from the paragraph.

Townsend reviewed his Treasurer’s Report and handed out an updated balance sheet. The Passport
Facility will be up and running on December 14, 2010 and he is requesting approval to charge $8 per
picture that is taken.

A motion was made by May, with support from Townsend to approve the fee of $8.00 for
passport pictures. Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by May, with support from Schweitzer to approve the Consent Agenda.
Motion carried 7-0.

10-144 COMSTOCK PARK DRIVE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT
FINAL APPORTIONMENT AND CONFIRMATION OF ROLL

Arends noted that there are changes to the original apportionment costs of the SAD.

A motion was made by Schweitzer, with support from Townsend to open the Public Hearing.
Motion carried 7-0.

As requested, Bob VanderMale from Prein & Newhof explained the history of the Comstock
Park/Rushe Drive Special Assessment District which was established in 2008. He reviewed his letter
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dated 08/31/10 and the spreadsheet dated 08/11/2010 breaking down the additional assessment
amounts. The Township contracted with the Road Commission to manage the project as well as accept
and award the bid for the road construction project. Changes were made to the location of the road
after the bids were accepted and the cost had to be recalculated. The original cost before construction
started was $1,177,273, which was assessed to the property owners. The final cost of the project is
$1,247,758.97, which is under the $1,300,000.00 bond amount that the Township Board had approved.

Trustee Cordes moved to the audience as he is a property owner within the special assessment district.

In response to a question from Cordes, VanderMale stated that the overall sewer costs decreased by
$12,916.07.

A motion was made by Townsend, with support from May to close the Public Hearing. Motion
carried 6-0, with Cordes abstaining.

It was noted that the amount for the final/extra apportionment is $70485.97

A motion was made by Townsend, with support from Schweitzer to approve Resolution #10-26-
Approving Pro Rata Apportionments for Comstock Park Drive Assessment District. Motion
carried 6-0 in a roll call vote, with Cordes abstaining.

May asked if all the participants in the SAD are current on their assessment payments. Treasurer
Townsend stated that one property owner is not current. If the SAD payments are not made within a
certain time frame, the amounts are attached to the tax bills. At that point, if becomes the County’s
responsibility to collect and the Township is paid.

10-145 PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment at this time.

10-146 COMMISSION REPORTS

Planning Commission-Cordes: Work continues on the draft Medical Marihuana ordinance.
Zoning Board of Appeals-May: May did not attend the meeting last month. He reported that there
were two applicants; Gracewil County Club was approved for a land split variance. The second
applicant at 149 Hayes was denied a request for a third accessory building.
Historical Committee-Schweitzer: The Sunday November 21 program will feature Kevin Finney and
making black ash basket and canoes.
Sewer & Water-Arends: Work continues on Westgate water improvement project. He introduced
Gary Segar from the Kent County DPW.
Park & Recreation-Wallace: No meeting last month and the Halloween Party was a big success.
Public Safety Advisory Committee-May: The committee is on hold and awaiting facts and figures
from 20 years ago from the Sheriffs Department.
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10-147 PENDING AND NEW BUSINESS-NKSA SEWER IMPROVEMENT
PROJECT PLAN-REVIEW AND APPROVE SCOPE OF WORK

Supervisor Arends gave background for the proposed sewer improvement project which is based on a
sewer inflow and infiltration study conducted in 2001 and the possibility of funding for “shovel ready”
projects. The Township has applied for a low interest loan for the reconstruction of the York Creek and
Strawberry Creek sewer trunk lines. The Township did not qualify for the SRF loan last year and
didn’t quite make the fundable range this year. The Supervisor stated that he has been advised to go
ahead with the scope of work in order to complete the application process. If another municipality
drops off the fundable list and cannot meeting the requirements, Alpine will likely become eligible for
a low interest loan or principal forgiveness funding. Arends introduced NKSA Engineers Chad
Sosnowski and Bob VanderMale from Prein & Newhof. Also present from the K.C. DPW were Ron
Landis and Gary Segaer.

Sosnowski provided additional information regarding the proposed project. He stated that the NKSA
at the Township’s request submitted an application to the DNRE for funds to make sewer
improvements to the two trunk lines. He noted that the State DNRE recommends that the Township
prepare the project for 4th quarter financing and all the parts of the project will need to be completed by
June 2011. Sosnowski is requesting that the Board approve the scope of work to meet the
requirements of the application and convert televised data into the required NASSCO format. He
discussed the deadlines for submittal to the State. The estimated cost of $31,600 includes $7,500 for
cleaning that may not have to been done and includes mapping of the wetlands in the creek valleys.
Vander Male stated that there are lined sections of the sewer that should also be inspected.

Supervisor Arends asked if the investigation work of the sewer is something we should be done even if
NKSA isn’t approved for the loan. The Township will have a good handle on the condition of the
existing trunk sewer lines if the televising is done. It was noted that the Strawberry and York Creek
trunk sewers are the oldest lines in the Township’s collection system.

In response to a question from Cordes it was noted that there is no guarantee that NKSA will obtain the
low interest loan money, but the money for scope of work to investigate the condition of the sewer
trunks would not be a wasted.

Board members discussed the Mill Creek sewer trunk and its condition compared to the Strawberry
and York Creek trunks. Sosnowski stated that a study was done of the three sewer trunks in 2005
2001. He stated that from the report, Strawberry Creek had the highest inflow per capita per day,
which was higher than Mill Creek, and York Creek came in after that. Based on total volume inflow,
Mill Creek is a contributor. On an annual volume basis, Mill Creek is one of the worset contributors
and Strawberry Creek is the worset according to the States criteria. Sosnowski stated that by total
volume the amount of I & I from Mill Creek does appear to be higher on an annual basis than
Strawberry Creek and York Creek.

Wahlfield stated that there is basically two items to be decided. The first step in approving the money
to do the televising and seeing what is out there. The second could be handled in December which is
deciding to move forward with the sewer improvement project.

Cordes asked if lining the sewer line is cheaper than replacing the sewer line. Board members
discussed this topic. The engineers noted that it depends on where the sewer lines are. Lining can be
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cheaper if it doesn’t disturb the road. VanderMale explained the procedures and the cost of a complete
replacement of the sewer pipes versus a complete lining of the pipes

Townsend stated that based on the report from Prein & Newhoff, it looks like the absolute things that
need to be done is the televising of Mill Strawberry Creek and the manhole inspections. He asked if
this should be done in the NASCSCO format

Gary Segar from the K.C. DPW provided several comments regarding the Alpine sewer system and
expressed several concerns about the trunk lines. He feels that more information from all three trunk
lines and more studies should be done. In response to questions, Segaer stated that it would be a good
idea to invest in the televising of the lines. He also noted that the County has a contract with the
Township to do televising.

May suggested that Progressive should be informed of the project. He requested that Progressive
provide input on the proposed project and the scope of work presented.

A motion was made by May, with support from Townsend to table the issue until the Board
receives input from Township Engineer Progressive AE regarding the $31,600 scope of work on
the Strawberry Creek and York Creek Sewer Trunk proposed improvements. Motion carried 5-
2 with Arends and Wahlfield dissenting.

Arends asked what the deadline is for Prein & Newhoff to complete the proposed scope of work.
VanderMale stated that if the loan is going to be pursed, the cutoff would be no later than the end
December 2010.

10-148 TIP-OFF SPORT LOUNGE LLC dba as GIPPERS SPORTS BAR &
GRILL-3850 ALPINE AVE NW REQUEST FOR NEW DANCE-
ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT IN CONJUNCTION WITH A 2010 CLASS C
LICENSE (TABLED 10/18/2010)

Supervisor Arends explained the request was tabled due to lack of site plan and inspections of the Fire
Chief and the Building Inspector. The results of the inspections were provided in the Board packets.

The Board discussed the request for the dance and entertainment permit.

Nai stated that his business is a family oriented restaurant and with bands, comedy nights, and other
events planned.

A motion was made by May, with support from Townsend to accept and approve Resolution
#10-27 Request for New Dance-Entertainment Permit in Conjunction with a 2010 Class C
License for Tip-Off Sport Lounge LLC dba as Gippers Sports Bar & Grill located at 3850 Alpine
Ave NW. Motion carried 7-0.

10-149 FIRE DEPARTMENT

Fire Chief Christians stated the new Engine 8 is now in service and the department received five new
radios. He stated that Kent County Dispatch is making changes and it seems to be working good.
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May asked what the status was on the grant for the new tanker.

In response to a question Chief Christians stated that he has not heard from the Federal Government on
the status of the grant request for a new tanker.

10-150 PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment at this time.

10-151 SUPERVISOR’S REPORT AND BOARD COMMENTS

Schweitzer stated that the old Fire Station #3 looks really good since the paint job has been finished.

May commented on the success of the Halloween Party.

Cordes commented on how the tent used for the Halloween Party worked very well.

Wahlfield commented on the sewer issue, stating that it seems that there isn’t a clear understanding
about what it takes to prepare a project. She stated that in some cases we are connected to certain
engineers and was disappointed in the discussion earlier with the sewer issue. She stated that she reads
maintenance reports every month from the DPW. She suggested that everyone involved with the
Township sewer system needs to sit down and get a clear understanding of what is going on.

Arends stated that the NKSA sewer issue is not a done deal and he will be meeting with Progressive.
He mentioned that Progressive’s contract with the Township runs out in March of 2011. In addition at
next month’s meeting fees and appointments to the ZBA and Planning Commission will be discussed.

May noted that he is the only agricultural person the ZBA and he would like to see another person with
an agricultural background serve on the ZBA Board and Planning Commission Board.

Arends stated that if anyone knows of someone who is interested in serving on ZBA or Planning
Commission Board that they should contact him.

A motion was made by May, with support from Townsend to adjourn at 9:38p.m. Motion
carried 7-0.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________ ____________________ ___________________________
Jean Wahlfield, Clerk Alex Arends, Supervisor Erin Randall, Recording Secretary


